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‘Building on our Christian Foundation and in partnership with families, Walton
Church of England, Voluntary Controlled School, aims to be an excellent
learning centre in our community.
In our school everyone is valued and encouraged to take responsibility for
their learning, always striving to achieve their full potential.’
Our School Mission Statement

Walton CEVC Primary School
Meadow Lane
Walton
Nr Street
Somerset
BA16 9LA
Tel: 01458 443675
Fax: 01458 841908
Email: office@walton.somerset.sch.uk
Website: www.waltonprimary.co.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,
At Walton Church of England Primary School we aim to provide a safe, caring,
happy and stimulating learning environment where everyone's contribution is valued.
All the members of our school community are encouraged to develop their full
potential. We work as a team to provide a balanced and relevant curriculum, where
all our children have equal access and individual needs are met.

We believe all children should be given the opportunity to build their confidence and
self-esteem. Celebrating and rewarding success and effort in all aspects of school
life are essential features of our school. It is vital to equip our children with all the
skills necessary for them to become thoughtful, hardworking, considerate and wellmotivated citizens of the future as they move through primary school and onto the
secondary phase of their education.
Our OFSTED inspection in July 2011 judged Walton “an outstanding school… which
gives outstanding value for money because the outcomes for pupils are very
impressive. Pupils behave exceptionally well and feel very safe in this happy and
nurturing school.” A copy of the full report can be found on our school website.
It is very important for prospective parents to visit our school to assess the learning
opportunities we offer and experience the atmosphere of Walton CEVC Primary
School. To visit please call Mrs Keith, our office manager on 01458 443675, to
arrange a time when you can be shown around our learning community.
We look forward to meeting you and your children,

Yours faithfully,
Rachel Toal (Mrs)
Headteacher

Dave Kennedy (Mr)
Chair of Governors
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Our School
Walton School moved from its outdated Victorian building, which is adjacent to the
busy A39, to a new purpose building for primary aged children. The School was
opened by Bishop Jim Fox on 17th June 1993.
The building consists of five classrooms, a large hall, Technology Zone, large
entrance hall and small kitchen room. There is wireless connection across the whole
school. The landscaped grounds consist of two hard surfaced linked playgrounds, a
Foundation Stage outside learning environment, an adventure trim trail, playing field
and environmental pond area. The children also have use of the Multi Surface
Games Area (MUGA) which is attached to the Walton Village Hall. The school field
and three of the classrooms look across towards open countryside and Glastonbury
Tor.

The Ethos and Values of our School
As a church school at the heart of the community, Walton CEVC Primary School is
committed to provide each child with the opportunities to achieve their full potential
academically, socially, emotionally, physically and spiritually. Through strong
partnerships between home and school and inspired by Christian values, we aim to
equip the children in our care with skills and confidence to meet future challenges.

Our School Aims
The governors and staff aim to provide equality of access to a broad and balanced
curriculum in accordance with our school’s Christian values. In particular we aim;
•

to enable every child to feel special, encouraging them to develop their
potential in all aspects of the curriculum

•

to foster self-worth that the children will use their wisdom, knowledge and
skills to make a positive contribution in the society in which they live

•

to encourage children’s respect for their environment and gain a sense of
belonging and living well together within their local community

•

to provide a stimulating environment that makes learning engaging, creative
and challenging.

•

to give all children equal opportunities, respecting differences in culture. faith,
gender and ability

•

to instil in children a sense of hope for the future, foster an aspiration to
achieve well and grow in confidence so they can develop their own personal
spirituality.
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The Staff
Headteacher

Mrs R. Toal

Senior Teacher

Mrs C. Bennetts

SENCo

Mrs S Everson

Teachers

Miss S. Rance
Mrs Graham-Brown (5 ams / 1 pm per week)
Mrs Woodroffe
Mrs Tidmarsh
Mrs A Barry
(4 days per week)
Mrs R. Toal
(1 day per week)
Mrs L Wilson
(1 day per week)

Year FS/1
Year 1
Year 1/2
Class 4
Class 5
Class 5

Teaching Assistants

Mrs R. Draper
Mrs I Mills
Mrs T. Brine
Mrs S Tucker
Mrs P. Pring
Miss C Angel
Mrs Cabble
Mrs Tobin
Mrs Bryer
Mrs J Fisher

Class 1
Class 1
Year 1
Class 2
Class 3
Class 3
Class 4
Class 4&5
Class 5
Class 5

IT Terchnician/TA

Mr O Hellis

Learning Mentor

Mrs S. Tobin

(5 afternoons per week)

Sports Coach

Mr M. Hyde
Mr E Lintern
Mr A Cleave

(3 afternoons per week)
(1 afternoon per week)
(1 afternoon per week)

Midday Supervisors

Mrs T. Brine
Mrs R. Draper
Mrs S. Dykes
Mrs L. Harris
Mrs P. Pring
Mrs S. Tobin
Miss Angel

Office Manager

Mrs J. Keith

(Daily 8.30am-1.15pm, not Tues)

Finance Officer

Mrs S. Williams

(Tuesdays 8.30am-2.15pm)

Caretaker/Cleaner

Mrs L. Harris/ Mrs Allen

Pupil Premium Teacher

Class 3
(2 days per week, Mon /Wed)
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School Governors
Governors are appointed to maintain a general oversight and make decisions on
such matters as school premises, finances, curriculum, staffing and the general
conduct of the school. Governors meet regularly and they also make regular visits to
see the school at work and play. The Governing Body is constituted by the following
people;
Foundation Governors

Rev. Sharon Walker
Mrs Sharon Knight
Mrs Pauline Hatrey

(ex officio)

Co-opted Governors

Mrs Joanne Pain
Mr David Kennedy
Mr Richard Crossman
Mrs Julie Fisher
Mr Philip Mills
Mrs Lesley Gagg

(Chair)
(Vice Chair)

Elected Parent Governors

Mrs Charlie Spencer
Mrs Julie Barber

Elected Staff Governors
Headteacher

Mrs Chris Bennetts
Mrs Rachel Toal

Clerk to Governors

Mrs Sue Williams

Local Authority

Somerset County Council
County Hall
Taunton
Somerset
TA1 4DY
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SCHOOL HOURS
Morning Session
8.50am until 12.15pm
•

Afternoon Session
1.15pm until 3.15pm

Parents are requested not to allow children to be left unattended at school
before 8.40am. Please could parents and carers please stay with KS1 aged
pupils.

Taking out assemblies, lunch and break times Reception pupils receive 21 hours
teacher contact time, Key Stage 1 pupils receive 22¼ hours teacher contact time
and Key Stage 2 pupils receive 22.75 hours teacher contact time during which the
curriculum is delivered.

School Site Safety
•

At the start and end of the school day all KS1 children need to be left and met
at their classroom door

•

No children should be asked to meet their parents or carers in the school car
park

•

If children are attending an after school club, parents and carers are asked to
collect their child from the class where the club is held. Written permission is
asked for if a KS2 child is walking home alone from the club

•

When leaving or collecting children by car, please use the Village Hall car
park and try to avoid parking opposite the school as this causes obstruction
and can be dangerous. Please always try to park with consideration to our
local residents.

School Security
A security system controls entry and exit through the main entrance and visitors are
requested to report to the school office, sign in and are issued with a visitor badge.
All staff wear an identification badge If a parent or carer is collecting their child earlier
or dropping them off later in the day please report to the school office.
Children enter and leave school by their external classroom doors which are kept
locked during lesson times.
All gates on the school site are kept shut during the school day and the main school
double gates are closed at 8.30am and opened at 3.30pm to ensure the safe entry
and exit using the pathway through the staff car park.
6

Class Structure
The number of children within classes, and the age range included, will vary from
time to time. These depend on the total number of children within the school, the
numbers within each year group and the number of children we admit in September.
Each year up to 21 children are admitted into our Foundation Stage class. The
numbers on roll currently allow us funding for 5.5 classes. Penguin Class are Year 1
pupils who are taught in the Tech Zone on every morning and all day on
Wednesdays. In the afternoons the Year 1 children are split between Class 1 and
Class 2 Therefore the classes are arranged in the following ways this academic year
2016-2017;
Foundation Stage
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5 and Year 6

Class 1
Penguin Class
Class 2
Class 3
Class 4
Class 5

Miss Rance
Mrs Graham-Brown
Mrs Woodroffe
Mrs Bennetts
Mrs Tidmarsh
Mrs Barry/Mrs Toal

When year cohorts are split between classes, the decision is based on the results of
teacher assessment, formal assessments such as Foundation Stage Profile Points,
Optional SATs and end of KS1 Assessments. Factors concerning each child’s
emotional and social development, educational needs and siblings are also taken
into consideration.
Alongside these considerations, we feel it is important to stress that all times when
decisions are made parents will be given the opportunity to discuss with the Head
teacher the reasons why their child has been placed in a particular class. The
school is proud of its partnership with parents and flexibility and dialogue will be of
paramount importance. There will however be occasions when the professional
judgement of the teachers and the Governing Body will need to form the final
decision, and we trust you will support us in these matters.

Content and Organisation of the Curriculum
The staff, with the support of the governors, are always striving for a curriculum
which is broad and balanced, which is relevant to children's needs and which
motivates them to learn. We want children to have a joy of learning. Likewise, we
want children to establish good basic skills and knowledge on which to build future
learning, and to develop positive attitudes.
The curriculum to which each and every child is entitled, as outlined in the Education
Act of 1988, contains the following subjects:MATHS, ENGLISH, SCIENCE, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, MUSIC, ART, PHYSICAL EDUCATION,
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY, French (KS2)Curriculum should address many themes
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which are common to all or many of these subjects i.e. cross-curricular issues.
These include:EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, MULTI-CULTURAL EDUCATION, PERSONAL AND
SOCIAL EDUCATION, HEALTH EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION,
CITIZENSHIP
The staff and governors realise that children learn best through using the full range
of their senses. Young children view the world holistically and delivery of the
curriculum should recognise this through the use of some thematic or 'topic' work.
Chosen topics will provide a variety of learning experiences, often based on subjects
but linked by a common thread. The balance between subject and topic teaching will
vary as the needs of the children and the demands of the curriculum change.

Religious Education and Collective Worship
We are a Church of England Voluntary Controlled School and as such there is a
basis of Christian beliefs and values to its daily life. The teaching of R.E. will be in
accordance with the 1988 Education Act and will follow the agreed Somerset R.E.
Syllabus. The content of the curriculum will reflect the fact that the religious traditions
in Great Britain are mainly Christian, whilst respecting and valuing the teaching and
practises of the other principal religions. Those parents wishing to withdraw their
children from R.E. should discuss this with the Head teacher.
We enjoy close links with the local Parish Church and the vicar, Rev. Sharon Walker
takes an active role in the school's life.
Collective worship takes place daily and in accordance with the 1988 Education Act.
The children participate in an act of collective worship which is organised around a
theme which is linked to the school’s Christian values. In addition to prayers, hymns
and bible stories, music, poetry, reflection time, art and drama are also included.
Parents are also invited to attend special festival services, e.g. Harvest and
Christmas and for their child’s whole class assembly. Parents wishing to withdraw
their children from the daily act of Collective Worship should discuss this with the
Head teacher.
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Sex and Relationships Education
As a staff, we have a planned fortnight each term when we cover Sex and
Relationships Education. Parents are informed when these lessons will take place in
the school newsletter. This ensures parents and carers are prepared for their
children’s questions and support their child’s learning. We follow the themes of the
Channel 4 series ‘Living and Growing’. This provides a framework which relates to
children’s stages of development, with activities presented in the context of family
life, loving relationships and respect for others.
There is a full policy statement on Sex and Relationships Education, available to
parents on request and on our school website.
The staff and governors believe that the above approach is the best way to teach
young people about sex and relationships. Parents wishing to withdraw their children
from these lessons should discuss this with the Head teacher.

Multi-Cultural Education
Multi-cultural education prepares children for life in a multi-cultural society by
increasing their understanding of other cultures and by promoting within them
attitudes of respect and value for people of all communities.
We are also linked with Boyani Primary School in Kenya. In past years teachers from
Walton School have visited Kenya to look at developing joint projects based around
sustainability and fostering a deeper understanding in our children of the similarities
and differences between life in the UK and Kenya. We have hosted two visiting
teachers from Boyani School. They worked alongside our children teaching them
traditional tales, songs, creating Kenyan art and teaching our children about
sustainability Boyani style!
In July 2013 we received the International Schools Award recognising the work we
do in promoting global awareness. This is valid for three years and shows our
continuing commitment to this important area of the curriculum.
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Reading at Walton CEVC Primary School
At Walton CEVC Primary School we use the Read Write Inc (RWI) programme to get
children off to a flying start with their literacy. RWI is a method of learning centred
round letter sounds and phonics, and we use it to aid children in their reading and
writing.
Reading opens the door to learning. A child who reads a lot will become a good
reader. A good reader will be able to read more challenging material. A child who
reads challenging material is a child who will learn. The more a child learns, the
more he or she will want to find out.
Using RWI, the children learn to read effortlessly so that they can put all their energy
into comprehending what they read. It also allows them to spell effortlessly so that
they can put all their energy into composing what they write.
When using RWI to read the children will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

learn that sounds are represented by written letters
learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letter/letter groups using simple
picture prompts
learn how to blend sounds
learn to read words using Fred Talk
read lively stories featuring words they have learned to sound out
show that they comprehend the stories by answering questions.

The children in Foundation Stage to Year 3 are organised into small ability phonics
learning groups. They work in these groups on Mondays to Thursdays from 9.00am
to 9.30am.
They take home their weekly story book that contains all the sounds they are
working on. They share this book with their parent and carer. They also learn their
weekly spellings from this book.
In Key Stage 2 some pupils will need additional support with their phonics and
reading and these pupils work on the Read, Write Inc. Fresh Start Programme.
Guided Reading
Throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 daily Guided Reading sessions take place
in all classes. In these sessions children discuss what they are reading; talking about
the text and illustrations. Children work together in small groups to help each other
become enthusiastic, competent and willing readers.
Reading across the Curriculum
Children are encouraged to use their reading skills across all curriculum areas. In
each class books are readily available to support curriculum topics for children to
read for pleasure and to develop their research skills.
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Home Readers
All children are expected to read at home and they all have a Reading Diary which
parents and carers comment in when they hear their child read. Reading Activities
are also set to supplement their reading in Class 3 and Class 4 whilst Class 5 take
part in the Reading Challenge to increase their range of reading and comprehension
skills.

World Book Day 2014

Sharing a Story (Class 1)

Guided Reading (Class 3)

Read, Write Inc. Phonics Group

Writing during a Phonics Session (KS1)

Guided Reading (Class 5)
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Early Years/Foundation Stage
Our School caters for a situation where four year olds are educated within a mixed
age class. We believe, therefore, that it is essential that we plan to ensure
progression and balance in the curriculum and modify Foundation Stage and Key
Stage 1 plans to encompass both Reception and Year 1 age children.
In particular, we believe it is crucial that all young children are given plentiful
opportunities to choose their own activity, to explore and experiment and, above all,
to enjoy learning and be successful. These are the learning foundations upon which
the more systematic National Curriculum Studies can be built.
Our Foundation Stage programme seeks to:
-

provide opportunities to learn through first hand experiences,
encouraging them to pursue their natural curiosity;

-

help children gain confidence in themselves as learners:

-

generate and promote enjoyment in learning:

-

be delivered as an integrated whole with provision for planned
subject input as need arises;

-

encourage active learning and self-motivation as a basis for
learning through exploration, experimentation, investigation,
listening and sharing with others;

-

provide appropriate support for children with special needs;

-

value and build on home and pre-school experiences and
encourage a strong, supportive parental involvement.

We follow the curriculum guidance for the Foundation Stage (Early Years) published
by the DfE).

12

Starting School
Your child may start school in the school year during which they become five. The
school follows the County's admission statement. Before your child starts, they will
be able to visit on a number of occasions. During their first few weeks in the
classroom we like them to attend for part of the day only. They then progress to
staying for the lunch hour and later for the whole day. We believe this to be in the
best interest of the children. Young children starting school get very tired, very
quickly. How long each child attends part-time will vary from child to child and will be
discussed between parents and the teachers involved. Parents will also be invited to
a meeting in the autumn term and are free to discuss their child's start at school with
the teacher and Headteacher at any time.
Children will obviously have a head start if they have experience of being with
groups of children, e.g. playschool. By the time your child starts school it greatly
helps if they can:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

use the toilet properly
dress and undress
fasten his/her own shoes
use a knife and fork
drink from a beaker
use a handkerchief
tidy away toys etc.

Young children who can't yet read and write express their feelings and learn through
play. Play is a young child's work. He or she will be learning new things about the
world, developing thinking skills and building relationships.

Admissions Policy
At Walton CEVC Primary School we have a set maximum number of children that we
can admit to Foundation Stage and all other year groups. This number is set for us
by Somerset Local Authority. Our current number is 21.
Somerset County Council is the admission authority for this school and places are
allocated in accordance with their annually published arrangements. Please contact
the LA Admissions Team for further details on 0845 456 4038
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Equal Opportunities
Equal opportunities is fundamental to education. It should permeate all topics and
subjects of a school's curriculum and must be a major concern of all involved in
education. Only through the promotion of equal opportunities is it possible to ensure
that all pupils regardless of race, religion, gender, background or special need,
receive the broad, balanced and relevant education to which they are entitled. This
education should enable them to develop their potential and become skilled,
confident and fulfilled members of society.

Children with Special Educational Needs
Walton CEVC Primary School welcomes children of all abilities and from all
backgrounds. The school aims to provide pupils with a secure and stimulating
environment in which they can develop their full potential and learn to respect
themselves, others and their immediate and wider environment. Children are entitled
to the widest possible educational experience, and it is our policy to provide pupils,
who have additional educational needs of whatever kind, with support tailored to
their individual needs, so that the pupil is able to have access to a broad and
balanced curriculum, including the National Curriculum.
The teachers design their learning activities in ways that are suitable for the whole
range of our pupils. However, from time to time, some children will experience
difficulties in school. These may be minor and temporary, or occasionally more
severe and long lasting. In order to meet the needs of all pupils, therefore, the school
operates the Graduated Response as recommended by the Code of Practice 2010.
This procedure offers a positive approach to early co-operation between school and
parents in identifying and meeting any potential learning difficulty.
Walton School has an experienced Special Needs Co-coordinator (SENCo). Her role
involves overseeing the work of the Learning Support Assistants as well as working
with children individually and in small groups. The school believes that in-class
support is the most desirable way of enabling children with difficulties to gain access
to the curriculum. However, some children may need considerable support in basic
skills to ensure their participation in the curriculum, and this may be more effectively
provided in individual or small group withdrawal lessons.
The school is committed to creating an atmosphere in which individual differences
are valued, and we aim to help pupils develop confidence, self-esteem and a positive
attitude to their own learning. We welcome close links with parents, and recognise
their importance as partners in the education of their children.
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Safeguarding Children
At Walton Primary School, we take the safeguarding of our children very seriously.
We provide a safe secure environment for them to learn in. All staff are appointed
using Safer Recruitment procedures. All staff and volunteers are checked by the
Criminal Records Bureau (CRB/DBS). Risk assessments are completed for all
external trips.
We aim to enable each child to feel special and cared for, whilst enabling them to
develop their own skills and talents. The environment that we create is noted for
being happy, kind, caring and respectful.
Should we have any concerns about the welfare of any of our children, we will
monitor situations and may discuss the situation with parents or carers but have a
duty to discuss concerns with Children’s Social Care, as in line with the Somerset
Local Authority guidelines.
The Designated Lead for safeguarding children is Mrs Rachel Toal.
The Deputy Designated Lead for safeguarding children is Mrs Christine Bennetts.
The Governor responsible for safeguarding children is Mrs Lesley Gagg.
Our Child Protection Policy is reviewed annually and it is available to parents on
request and on our school website.

Medical Information
Parents are asked to supply the school with any relevant information concerning the
health of their children. In general, if children are well enough to attend school they
are normally expected to go outside to play. Exceptions are made where necessary limbs in plaster etc., or for a specific reason. Several members of staff are qualified
to administer First Aid.
The school nurse come into school on a regular basis to carry out checks on
children at different stages of growth.

Medicines in School
Occasionally, it is necessary for medicines to be administered at school. If a parent
wishes a child to take a prescribed medicine during school time they should either
arrange with the Headteacher to come to school to administer the medicine or
complete Form 3B Administration of Medicines in Schools form, giving permission for
the Headteacher or his/her nominee to administer the medicine and deliver the
medicine with instructions to the school office where it will be kept in the school
kitchen fridge or if needing to be kept secure, in the school office. The medicine
should be in date and clearly labelled with:
• Name of medication
• The owners name
• Dosage, time and frequency
• The prescribing doctor’s name.
The school will not administer non-prescribed medicines.
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Absences
Children of school-age who are registered at a school must, by law, attend school
regularly. Regular attendance is important, not just because the law requires it but
because it is the best way of ensuring that a child makes the most of the educational
opportunities which are available to him or her. There may be occasions when a
child has to miss school - for example, if he or she is unwell. Any other absences
should be kept to an absolute minimum.
If your child is unable to attend school, telephone immediately to let us know by
9.30am on each day of illness. In special circumstances work can be sent home if
the absence is lengthy and this is appropriate. We shall be publishing the number of
'unauthorised' absences per year at the school in accordance with Department for
Education requirements. Unauthorised absences also include instances when
children are late arriving at school and no explanation is offered.

Holidays in Term Time
Somerset Local Authority strongly discourages parents from taking their children out
of school to go on holiday during term time. Please note that parents do not have
any right or entitlement to expect term-time leave to be granted.
Therefore, in exceptional circumstances only, we are able to authorise holidays.
Any extra time out of school has to be recorded as unauthorised absence. Please
make every effort to avoid this. All holiday leave needs to be applied for; forms are
available from the school office.
We are required to report to you the number of unauthorised absences (pupil
absence not explained by the parent, including significant lateness).
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Behaviour in our School
We want the children to behave in such a way that they are able to benefit fully from
our care and our teaching. We take every opportunity of promoting each child's
sense of personal worth, and nurture an atmosphere which encourages each child to
behave towards other children and adults with respect.
Clear boundaries are set within the school showing what acceptable behaviour is
and what is not acceptable. These are carefully explained to the children. An agreed
code of behaviour helps all children to feel secure and cared for, and to relate
positively to others. It is important for you to know that all forms of bullying, racial
abuse, racist behaviour and sexual harassment are completely unacceptable, as is
the use of bad or abusive language. We ask all parents for their active support of this
policy.
Positive behaviour is praised and rewarded. In the event of persistent undesirable
behaviour, the parents will be asked to come and discuss this with the teacher
and/or the Head.
The school has a full statement of its policy on behaviour and discipline. This is
available on the school’s website or on request for parents to read if they so wish.

School Playground Buddies
A team of Playground Buddies support the younger children on the playground. The
teams are made up of volunteers from Year 5 and 6. The children give up their own
lunchtime to play games, encourage sharing and co-operation and help out anyone
that may not have someone to play with. Buddies wear caps with badges on them so
they are easily identifiable on both playgrounds.
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Home and School Partnership
Parents and carers are always welcome at School, after all this is your school and
we want to work alongside you. Please talk to us about anything of importance
concerning your child: we like to sort out any worries as soon as they occur, and are
always pleased to see you.
There are regular Parent Consultation Meetings during the school year to which you
will be invited.
•

Meet the Teacher Afternoon (September). This will be an opportunity to meet
with your child’s teachers; to find out how they have settled in to the new term,
and about the work your child will be doing during that school year.

•

Parent Consultation Meetings (November and March) - An opportunity to
discuss your child’s progress, their achievements and the next steps in their
learning.

•

Annual Reports to Parents (July)

•

Meet the Teacher (July). This is an informal opportunity to meet your child’s
new teacher before the summer holidays, locate their classroom and discuss
any issues or concerns.

However, please note that parents are welcome to make an appointment at any time
of the year to discuss their children's progress, should they so wish.
Walton School Newsletters are sent out monthly as well as additional letters
throughout each term to inform parents and carers of all the events, meetings and
general news that is happening at the school. Copies of Walton Newsletter are also
posted on the school website as well as photographs of events that the children
participate in.

Homework
Each class sets a small amount of homework for all the children to complete. Tasks
vary but usually involve daily reading, learning weekly spellings and a weekly
Numeracy activity but overall the aim of homework is;
• to encourage children to consolidate learning they have been doing in school
• to enable children to become more independent learners and begin to
assume responsibility for their own learning
• to enable parents and carers to be more involved and informed about the type
of work being undertaken in class
• to provide parents and carers with an opportunity to share in their child’s
learning.
It is helpful for children to be provided with a quiet and suitable place for them to do
their homework either independently or with an adult depending on the task.
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PTA (Parent Teacher Association)
All parents that have children at Walton School are automatically members of our
flourishing and very active PTA.
A committee of parents meets twice a term to organise fund raising events and
activities for the children and their parents.
The major annual fund raising events are the Christmas Fair and the Summer Fair,
which is held every June.
Money raised goes towards buying new equipment and books; paying for some
theatre groups and visitors that come to school and helping to fund those extras that
enhance learning for our children. New committee members are always welcome
and all new parents are actively encouraged to support the hard work and
commitment of the PTA.

Charging Policy
The Education Reform Act 1988 introduced new provisions on charging for school
activities.
Under the 1988 Act schools are unable to charge for the following:
• Education wholly or mainly during school hours
• Materials and ingredients for things made in school which pupils or
parents do not want to keep
• Visits in or outside school hours which are necessary for an
examination
Charges may be made for the following:
• Individual music tuition which is not part of the syllabus for an
examination
• Excursions where a third party is involved (sometimes); board and lodging
where a school activity involves a residential element
• The exact cost of “optional extras”, i.e. not connected directly with the
National Curriculum
It is important to point out that out of school visits or workshops in school will only be
possible if parents make a voluntary contribution, and where this is the case parents
will always be informed at the outset.
The above represents a brief summary of complex issues, and the school will always
guarantee that parents are fully informed of the conditions relating to requests for
financial outlay in individual cases.
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School Uniform
In an attempt to give the children a sense of pride in their school, a sense of
community and belonging, we have a school uniform. In this way the school has a
sense of identity and becomes instantly recognisable when taking part in various
local events with other schools, or on day visits.
Boys
Winter: Grey or black trousers, white shirt or white polo shirt, maroon school
sweatshirt embroidered with the school logo and name, grey or black socks and
black or brown school shoes.
Summer: Grey or black shorts/trousers, white polo shirt or short sleeved shirt, school
sweatshirt.
Girls
Winter: Grey or black skirt/pinafore/trousers, white blouse or white polo shirt, maroon
school sweatshirt or school cardigan both embroidered with the school logo and
name, grey/white socks or black or grey tights and black or brown shoes
Summer: red or pink/white checked dress, maroon school sweatshirt or cardigan
both embroidered with the school logo and name, OR grey/black skirt, white t-shirt or
blouse, grey/white socks.
Sensible summer shoes or sandals (covered toes please).
School uniform can be purchased from the National Schoolwear Shop in Broad
Street, Wells. Sweatshirts and cardigans embroidered with the school logo and
name are stocked. Book bags are available for sale from the Uniform Shop in Wells.
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P.E. Kit
P.E. and games are an important part of the school curriculum and suitable clothing
is essential in order to participate fully in these activities. Children will, therefore,
need the following items:
•

Black shorts, white t-shirt, plimsolls or trainers. A tracksuit is useful for P.E.
sessions during the colder weather.

P.E. equipment and trainers are often lost. A cloth bag with drawstring, clearly
labeled with the child's name provides a secure storage place which can hang
conveniently on the child's peg. Large plastic sports bags are not really suitable as
hanging space is very limited. Your co-operation in this matter would be greatly
appreciated.
On grounds of health and safety we do not allow children to wear jewellery or fashion
accessories in our school. The exception to this is ear-ring studs in pierced ears.
Your child's name should be on ALL his/her property; it then makes it possible to
trace the owner when items are lost.

Swimming and Sport
P.E. and games are an important part of the school curriculum and in order to fulfil all
the P.E. requirements of the National Curriculum, swimming takes place each
Monday morning at Strode Pool. Children begin swimming lessons at Year 2 and
continue until Year 5 by which time they should be competent swimmers, having
fulfilled the National Curriculum requirements. Children are only excused swimming
on medical grounds. Children are encouraged to take their grades 1, 2, 3, 4 and
many children also achieve their Bronze, Silver and Gold Survival Awards.
All the children participate in a two hour weekly P.E. lessons from Year FS to 6.
These lessons are taught by a fully qualified Sports Coach from SASP, Somerset
Activity and Sports Partnership. In Foundation Stage physical development is taught
by their class teacher. As a school we also participate in Sports Festivals organised
by the local Secondary School and we regularly use additional sports coaches to
enhance and enrich our P.E. Curriculum.
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A Healthy Approach to School Life
Since 2007 Walton CEVC School has been in receipt of the Healthy Schools Award.
In February 2011 we were delighted to receive Healthy Schools Plus Award, in
recognition of our continued commitment to the promotion of health education.

MORNING BREAK
Your child may bring a small snack to eat during morning break.
In line with our Healthy schools policy, we would ask you to send them with a healthy
snack please such as fruit or health bar snack rather than sweets or crisps. KS1
children are offered a ‘free’ piece of fruit every morning.

Meals at Lunchtime
As the school has no kitchen, hot meals are brought in on a daily basis by Somerset
Catering Services, from St. Dunstans School in Glastonbury. Hot meals need to be
booked a week in advance and the menu rotates on a three week basis. All pupils in
Foundation Stage and KS1 are entitled to a hot meal at lunchtime. A free hot meal
will be provided daily for eligible KS2 children. If you are entitled to claim free school
meals please see Mrs Keith, our Office Manager. Such meals provided in this way
are done so strictly in confidence.
Children should bring a packed lunch to eat unless they are having a hot meal. Can
we please ask that all food containers be clearly labelled with your child’s name! In
the interest of safety, cans and glass containers should not be brought. We do
encourage all children to have healthy food in their packed lunch, avoiding chocolate
and sweets in favour of fruit and a healthy snack bar.

Extra Curricular Activities
The school offers a wide range of extra curricular activities that they may choose to
join in. These vary from term to term and over the years have included, netball, cross
country and tag rugby in the autumn and spring terms, with cricket and country
dancing in the summer term. There has also been the chance to learn the recorder,
Italian and join the Year 1 and 2 Choir. In addition to this we have also run a drama
club, a film club, an art club, a funky dance club for FS children and a Kenyan Club.
We are always looking to expand the range of activities we do. If you feel you can
offer any help with such activities, please talk to the Headteacher. A timetable of all
the clubs on offer each half term is sent out in our regular newsletters and displayed
on the school notice boards.
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Availability of Information
Regulations require the school to make certain items of information available at the
school to parents and the public.
•
•

•
•
•
•

The LA statement of curriculum policy and the governing body’s statement of
curriculum aims.
The Statutory Instruments (including those for National Curriculum subjects),
circular and administrative memoranda relating to powers the duties under the
curriculum section of the Education Reform Act
The Schemes of Work currently used by teachers in the school
A fully copy of the arrangements for the consideration of complaints about
the school curriculum made by the LA.
The LA’s agreed syllabus for religious education
The school curriculum and management policies, as well as the Governor’s
minutes are available at the school office.

Sharing of Information
Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998
We, Walton CEVC Primary School, are the Data Controller for the purposes of the
Data Protection Act. We collect information from you, and may receive information
about you from your previous school. We hold this personal data and use it to:
•
•
•
•

support your teaching and learning;
monitor and report on your progress;
provide appropriate pastoral care, and
assess how well your school is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment
results, attendance information, characteristics such as ethnic group, special
educational needs and any relevant medical information.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the school without your
consent unless the law and our rules permit it.
We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA),
and the Department for Education (DfE).
If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then
please contact Mrs Keith in the school office.

Complaints
If a parent is concerned about anything to do with the education that we are
providing at our school, they should, in the first instance, discuss the matter with their
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child's class teacher. In our experience, most matters of concern can be resolved
positively in this way.
Where parents feel that a situation has not been resolved through contact with the
class teacher, or that their concern is of a sufficiently serious nature, they should
make an appointment to discuss it with the headteacher. The headteacher considers
any such complaint very seriously, and investigates each case thoroughly. Most
complaints are normally resolved by this stage.
Should any parents have a complaint about the headteacher, they should first make
an informal approach to the Chair of Governors, who is obliged to investigate it. The
Chair of Governors will do all she can to resolve the issue through a dialogue with
the school, but if parents are unhappy with the outcome, they can make a formal
complaint. The procedure for doing this is outlined in the School’s Parental
Complaints Policy. This document is available on the school website and in the
school office.

Transfer to Secondary School
We work with our local Secondary School to develop good relations and make the
transfer from Primary to Secondary School both smooth and effective. Most of our
children transfer to Crispin School in Street. Year 6 children take part in a ‘transition
day’ in the Summer Term before the transfer takes place. The Head of Year from the
Crispin School visits our Year 6 children in the Summer Term to meet them. If a child
transfers to a different local Secondary School then similar arrangements are put in
place.

Emergency Contact Numbers
When your child is admitted to school we ask you to complete an admission form
with contact details to enable us to get in touch with you in the event of an
emergency. This form also notes any particular medical information of which school
staff might need to be aware. These records are updated yearly, but we do ask
parents to inform the office immediately if any contact names or telephone numbers
are changed at any time. In the case of an accident you will be contacted and
medical attention sought if necessary.

Consent Forms
Your child may be photographed/videoed for the school records and to record
special events and activities at school. Permission slips are sent out each
September along with generic consent forms for certain activities offsite

Assessment and Testing at Primary School
The children are being continually assessed throughout their primary years and
records are kept of progress in order that learning can be carefully matched to their
needs and ability.
All children have regular reading and spelling assessments to track progress.
Year 2 and Year 6 children will be assessed according to the Standard Attainment
Tests (SATs) as laid down by the Government. All assessment procedures provide
an indication for staff regarding strengths and areas for development of each child
and aid planning for future work and for setting targets.
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Glossary of Common Education Terms
Foundation Stage

Pupils in their first year at school (4-5 year olds) Please
note that the National Curriculum does not apply to
children until they become 5 years old.

Key Stage 1

Infant School (5 -7 year olds)

Key stage 2

Junior School (7 -11 year olds)

Key stage 3 & 4

Secondary School

National curriculum

This is what the government says we have to put into
practice.

Level

A method of comparing your child's ability against local
and national standards of achievement. The spread of
marks required to achieve each level is wide. It takes, on
average, two years to complete each level. At the end of
Key Stage 1, an average ability child is expected to have
gained level 2b and at the end of Key Stage 2 a level 4b.

Teacher assessment

Level given to child by the teacher based on work
throughout the year.

National Tests

The name given by the Government to the statutory tests
in the Core and Foundation subjects of the National
Curriculum, taken by all children in Local Authority
schools in England, Wales and Northern Ireland at the
end of Key Stage 1 to 3 (ages 7, 11 and 14 in England
and Wales). They are sometimes referred to as 'SATs'.

SATs

(Standard Assessment Tasks) - tests given at the end of
each year to show progress. They are used in English,
Maths and Science at Key Stage 2. The results of SATs
are reported to parents.

OFSTED

Office for Standards In Education

SIAS
DfE

Department for Education

LA

Local Authority

QCA

Qualifications and Curriculum Authority
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